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look after their own personal concerns in all the houses
where this is possible ; thus they will pay their own masters,
getting from them the receipt of the account. They will
also pay any man who works for them*
" But to teach them to put order into all their
affairs, their possessions must be examined frequently,
for example, their desk or workbox. Negligence and
disorder must be punished. In addition to the mistresses
appointed for this duty, all must watch over this im-
portant point and must be careful as to the use of paper
and pen/'
These paragraphs, which might have been called Miltonic
had Milton been interested in womanhood, breathe the very
spirit of Fenelon.
In the same letter, in which Mother Barat is recom-
mending writing lessons for a child, she uses two untrans-
latable words too closely bound up with French ideas to
be omitted here: " Soignez bien son langage . . . je vous
recommande aussi son maintien" If we render these words
as " power of expression " and " manner of presenting
oneseif," we have given utterance to two preoccupations
of the French school-world. These ideas will meet our
little schoolgirl on her first entrance into the classroom,
when, after a preliminary prayer, she applies herself gravely
to la recitation des lepons. This is something more than
a mere test of the more or less diligence with which the
book has been studied. It is, indeed, a rhetorical exercise
in style and manner. Standing erect and gracefully, the
child must be prepared to give a three or four minutes*
exposition of her subject. Obviously, she will help herself
with the words of the book, thereby enriching her vocabu-
lary and giving the mistress an opportunity of judging her
grasp of the passage or of correcting faulty enunciation.
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